
 

 



 

Brian Moran grew up in a family of 

seven brothers and sisters.  They learned 

their values from their mom and dad, 

the value of hard work and the value of 

an education.  Brian’s father was a high 

school government teacher.  He taught 

Brian an admiration and respect for 

both government and education.  These 

values have always stuck with Brian and 

have fueled his passion for public service 

and public education.  Brian and his 

wife, Karyn, live in Alexandria and are 

the proud parents of a seven-year-old 

boy and an eight-year-old girl, both of 

whom attend Alexandria public schools.  

Brian brings a personal commitment to 

public education, as is reflected by his 

Smart Virginia Plan to invest in 

Virginia’s children.    

Brian Moran brings a twenty year 

record of public service in Virginia to 

this campaign for governor.  Over the 

past eight years, he has been the chief 

legislative partner for Governors Mark 

Warner and Tim Kaine.  He led the 

successful fight for the largest 

investment in public education in 

Virginia history.  He also stood with 

Governor Kaine to promote the Virginia 

Preschool Initiative.  He has consistently 

supported Virginia’s public school 

teachers and has been the leading 

advocate to increase teacher salaries to 

the national average. Because of the 

leadership of Mark Warner, Tim Kaine 

and Brian Moran, Virginia was named 

the best state for a child’s lifetime 

success.1 

While Virginia is ranked among the 

top states for education in many 

categories, we still have much work to 

do. Today, Virginia is not just competing 

against other states; we are competing 

against India and China as well. 2 Brian 

Moran saw this firsthand, as the first 

legislative leader to join a Governor’s 

Trade Mission.  He toured the Indian 

Institute of Technology and saw the 

intense global competition facing 

Virginia.  While Virginia is well 

positioned among states across the 

country, he knows that we must also be 

well positioned to compete with other 

nations around the world.  That is why 

Brian Moran is proposing his Smart 

Virginia Plan to invest in our children’s 

future.  
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We know that 90% of brain 

development occurs before a child 

reaches their fifth birthday.3  That’s why 

Brian Moran stood with Tim Kaine 

when he announced the Virginia 

Preschool Initiative (VPI) to expand pre-

kindergarten for “at risk” four year olds.  

As governor, he will continue fighting to 

expand pre-kindergarten because every 

child deserves to enter grade school 

ready to learn.  He will also expand 

public-private partnerships with the VPI 

to help overcome barriers to access. 

Some private partners support VPI by 

providing required local matching 

funds.4 Partners can help in other ways, 

too, such as providing physical space for 

the program, public outreach and 

supporting parents in efforts to 

accommodate schedules.5  Helping 

Virginia’s youngest children get off to a 

smart start is a community-wide effort. 

Brian Moran will work with our schools, 

community leaders and parents to 

ensure that we continue expanding pre-

kindergarten to more of our youngest 

Virginians. 
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There is no substitute for a good 

teacher in the classroom.  With two 

children in Virginia’s public schools, 

Brian has seen the difference a good 

teacher can make.  Research shows that 

an increase in teachers’ salaries is 

associated with a decrease in high school 

dropout rates.6  That is why he is 

committed to making teaching a more 

financially viable profession in Virginia.  

Many Virginians want to be become 

teachers and would be great teachers for 

our children, but they are daunted by 

the financial challenges.  Many current 

teachers love their profession, but 

struggle to pay the bills.  Brian Moran 

has spent his career fighting to 

compensate Virginia’s teachers like the 

professionals they are by working to 

increase teachers’ salaries and to protect 

their health care and retirement 

benefits.  As governor, Brian Moran will 

continue his efforts to raise teachers’ 

salaries to the national average.  He is 

also committed to strengthening 

teachers’ benefits, because teachers do 

yeoman’s work for little money, and they 

deserve a secure retirement. As a 
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legislative leader, Brian Moran 

championed the long-overdue 

improvement to the retiree health care 

credit for teachers. As governor, he will 

fight to expand the retiree health care 

credit to educational support 

professionals as well. 

Brian Moran knows that we face a 

teacher shortage, and that Virginia 

needs to do a better job of attracting and 

retaining teachers for our classrooms.  

That is why he will expand the Virginia 

Teaching Scholarship Loan Program 

(VTSLP), which is designed to provide 

financial assistance to education 

students preparing to teach in Virginia’s 

critical teaching shortages.  

Brian Moran will improve teacher 

mentoring programs and increase the 

number of experienced teachers who 

mentor Virginia’s newest teachers.  He 

will focus on recruiting from the ranks 

of career switchers and retirees, 

especially in math and science, where 

the need is greatest.  He will also create 

incentives, like increased retirement 

credits, for experienced teachers who 

agree to teach in hard-to-staff schools. 

These incentives will have the double 

benefit of attracting experienced 

teachers where they are needed and 

providing support to less experienced 

teachers.  Brian Moran will also support 

existing state and local recruitment 

efforts. 

 While graduating from high 

school does not guarantee success, it 

does provide an important marker for 

achievement.  Research shows that 

graduating from high school in Virginia 

results in a $5,000 per year increase in a 

Virginian’s earning potential.7  That is 

the difference between being able to put 

food on the table while paying a 

mortgage or becoming caught in a cycle 

of poverty. The good news is that eight 

out of ten high school students in 

Virginia graduate on time.  The bad 

news is that two out of every ten 

students are not graduating from high 

school on time, or at all.8   

A high school degree is as 

important for the costs that it avoids for 

society as it is for the increase in income 

it provides.  Research shows that high 

school dropouts are more likely to be 

unemployed, in poverty, unhealthy and 

in prison than those who have a high 
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school diploma.9 In fact, 75% of 

America's state prison inmates are high 

school dropouts.10  Over the past 

generation, opportunities for those 

without a high school diploma have 

dried up and most jobs now require a 

high school degree, if not some form of 

post-secondary credential. In fact, the 

median income of families headed by a 

high school dropout declined by almost 

one-third between 1974 and 2004.11  In 

today’s 21st century knowledge-based 

economy, high school graduation must 

be the starting point, not the stopping 

point, for career training.  That’s why 

Brian Moran will focus on smart, 

results-oriented initiatives to ensure 

that more of our kids graduate high 

school.  As governor, he will also work 

toward the goal of having every Virginia 

student graduate with an Advanced 

Diploma, which will increasingly 

become the jumping-off point for 

competing in our global economy.  To 

achieve both increased graduation rates 

and more students earning Advanced 

Diplomas, Brian Moran will focus on 

several areas. 

Small classes are especially 

important in younger grades. Research 

shows that students taught in smaller K-
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3 classes graduate at rates eleven 

percentage points higher than students 

assigned to regular size classes.  

Additionally, data suggests that smaller 

class sizes during elementary school can 

help cut the gap in graduation rates 

between African-American students and 

white students.12 That is why, as 

Governor, Brian Moran will work to 

reduce class sizes and ensure that 

funding meant for the classroom makes 

it to the classroom. 

As governor, Brian Moran will work 

with Virginia’s public schools to increase 

achievement across grade levels.  He will 

work to accelerate Virginia’s steady 

progress in student reading proficiency, 

ensuing that every child reads on grade 

level by the third grade and maintains 

reading proficiency throughout 

elementary, middle and high school. 

Brian will emphasize achievement in 

math as well, striving to raise the 

current state goal for students who take 

Algebra I by grade 8 from 45% of 

students to 55% of students. To achieve 

this goal, he will expand the Algebra 

Readiness Initiative, which funds math 

intervention services for middle school 

students, and the Middle School 

Mathematics Teacher Corps for schools 

designated as at-risk in math.    
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Brian Moran knows that while we 

must aim for excellence with all of our 

students, we must pay special attention 

to struggling schools. While Virginia is a 

leader in statewide graduation rates, 

Virginia’s struggling schools have 

dropout rates as high as 31.1%.13 Brian 

Moran will work to institute special 

reforms in these schools to help boost 

achievement.  These reforms include 

smaller learning communities, extra 

tutoring for those requiring academic 

support, additional professional 

development support for staff, and 

additional mechanisms to increase 

parental and community involvement in 

the schools and their children’s 

education.  Brian Moran will carefully 

review new ideas, like proposals to 

develop charter districts, to ensure that 

the doors of opportunity are open at 

every school.   

Brian Moran will take a holistic 

approach to Virginia’s troubled schools 

by helping them partner with proven 

not-for-profits, such as Communities In 

Schools, that deliver needed services so 

kids can learn and teachers can teach.  

For example, he will increase support 

for Project Discovery, which works with 

students from low and moderate-income 

                                                   
13

 ά±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ {ŎƘƻƻƭ wŜǇƻǊǘ /ŀǊŘΥ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ /ƻƘƻǊǘ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ 
/ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ нллуΣέ Virginia Department of Education, 2008. 
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/src/ontime_grad_rate.
shtml.   

families to provide them with basic skills 

and increase educational achievement. 

Schools cannot solve all the issues in a 

troubled child’s life, but we can help to 

prevent at-risk children from falling 

behind or falling through the cracks.   

Brian Moran believes that Virginia 

must strive to provide the best for our 

special needs children. That is why, as a 

legislative leader, he fought to ensure 

that parents of special needs children 

have a say in the development of their 

child’s education plan.  He will continue 

fighting for special needs parents and 

children as governor.  He also believes 

in the power of early detection to help 

our special needs families as well.  That 

is why, as governor, Brian Moran will 

champion enhanced early intervention 

services for autism, mental health and 

developmental disabilities. Brian Moran 

will set the goal of making Virginia the 

leader in Special Needs education by the 

end of his term. 

While we know some of the keys to 

increasing success in our schools and 

driving educational attainment, we can 

still do more to gather information 

about what results in success.  As 

governor, Brian will create partnerships 

between Virginia’s institutions of higher 

education and public schools to ensure 

that we have all of the tools and metrics 

necessary to measure and evaluate what 



leads to the most successful educational 

outcomes.  Brian will do this because he 

believes that we should be focusing our 

education dollars on those things that 

yield the best results for Virginia’s 

children and their families.   

Brian Moran has proposed a 

Stimulus Watchdog to make sure that 

Virginia receives its fair share of federal 

stimulus funds and to ensure that these 

funds do not get misused or wasted.  

This position will have auditing 

authority, will answer directly to the 

governor, and will be charged with 

ensuring accountability for the federal 

stimulus money flowing into Virginia. As 

governor, Brian Moran will fight to 

ensure that every dollar of stimulus 

funding meant for education goes 

toward that purpose.   

As a legislative leader, Brian Moran 

fought to fully fund the Standards of 

Quality.  He also stood against those 

who sought to weaken these standards 

and public education by changing the 

funding formula. Brian will continue to 

fight any formula changes that alter the 

fundamental state commitment to 

provide public education to our 

children.  He will fully fund the 

Standards of Quality and work to reach 

beyond them to achieve standards of 

excellence in education.  

Brian Moran will always look to 

spend education dollars as efficiently as 

possible to ensure that we put more of 

our investment into the classroom.  That 

is why he will work to institute a single 

state health insurance plan for teachers.  

This will allow Virginia to leverage 

economies of scale and could save 

hundreds of millions of dollars. Brian 

Moran will fight to ensure that these 

dollars go into the classroom. 

Brian will work to ensure that we 

push our most advanced students.  

Virginia students rank third nationally 

in the number of passed Advanced 

Placement tests.14  Brian Moran will 

push to expand Advanced Placement 
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offerings and make Virginia number one 

by the end of his term.  

We should not be putting a ceiling 

on the potential of our best and 

brightest students.  Dual enrollment 

courses keep Virginia’s brightest 

students engaged and learning.  They 

can lower the cost of a degree from a 

community college or a four-year college 

or university.  These are smart 

investments in our students and our 

future.  

Virginia’s Governor’s School 

Program provides additional academic 

opportunities for Virginia’s most 

advanced students. These schools 

challenge Virginia’s most gifted students 

in areas such as science and technology 

and the arts.  They often partner with 

our community colleges, four-year 

institutions, and work with private 

businesses and arts organizations to 

build innovative learning opportunities. 

As governor, Brian Moran will expand 

Virginia’s Governor’s School Program to 

offer these innovative opportunities to 

more of Virginia’s most talented 

students.   

Educators across the 

Commonwealth and across the country 

recognize the senior year of high school 

as an underutilized opportunity to 

increase educational achievement. As 

governor, Brian Moran will keep more of 

Virginia’s advanced students engaged 

and help Virginia’s families save money 

by expanding the Senior Year Plus 

program, which increases opportunities 

for Virginia’s high school students to 

earn college-level credit.   

Brian Moran will expand Jobs for 

Virginia Graduates to help economically 

disadvantaged high school students 

graduate and secure quality jobs.  He 

will also increase support for Virginia’s 

Communities for Opportunity program.  

This program works with local 

community colleges and workforce 

agencies to develop coursework and skill 

building opportunities for Virginia’s 

students and match them with identified 

regional workforce demands.  Brian 

Moran will also increase the number of 

career and technical certifications, state 

licenses, and successful national 

occupational assessment credentials 

earned by high school students to 

expand opportunity for Virginia’s youth.   



Brian Moran will increase the ability 

of Virginia’s future workforce to 

communicate with the rest of the world.  

In our new global economy, they are as 

likely to be working with people from 

other countries as they are to be working 

with Virginians.  That is why he will 

support programs to expand the 

teaching of critical foreign languages in 

our schools.  This will not only expand 

our young people’s ability to compete in 

a global economy, but will also 

strengthen Virginia’s ability to bring 

international jobs and investment to our 

Commonwealth. In addition, Brian will 

focus on teaching effective writing skills 

earlier in school.   

Virginia’s Standards of Learning are 

an important tool in our public schools.  

However, in our fast-paced global 

economy, we must review them more 

often.  We cannot afford to wait seven 

years to know if our schools make the 

grade. That is why Brian Moran will 

ensure that we review our Standards of 

Learning at least every five years to 

ensure that Virginia remains a leader in 

public education.   

As governor, Brian Moran will 

implement new financial literacy 

courses in our schools.  Today, many 

families are struggling with the 

complicated economics of everyday life.  

Whether learning how to build good 

credit, understanding how to buy a 

home, or learning how to finance the 

purchase of a car, we need to prepare 

our young people for the fast paced, 

complex world they will inherit.  As 

governor, Brian Moan will make this a 

priority so that our young people 

graduate armed with the knowledge that 

will enable them to succeed in life.   

Brian Moran will partner with 

Virginia’s technology community to use 

cutting edge technologies in our 

classrooms. Virginia’s children deserve 

21st century classrooms, not 20th century 

trailers.  Technology is everywhere 

around us, and Brian Moran wants to 

put more of it in our schools. That’s why 

he will integrate advanced technologies, 

such as smart phones, smart boards, and 

virtual technologies into student 

learning.  He will expand the 

deployment of distance learning for 

foreign languages, electives and for 

online Advanced Placement courses to 

ensure that our geography does not limit 

our children’s potential.  He will expand 

Virginia’s successful PlugGED in 

program, which provides online 

resources for adults in Southwest 



Virginia who failed to complete high 

school, to provide them with technology 

related training. The program’s students 

graduate with a GED, college credit, and 

a portfolio of technology products and 

personal connections with the region’s 

high-tech community. Brian Moran will 

also expand web-based programs in 

career counseling and entrepreneurship.   

Brian Moran believes that we can 

deploy green technologies in our schools 

to save schools money, raise healthier 

kids, and provide teaching opportunities 

for our children.  That is why he will set 

up a Green Schools Initiative to retrofit 

our schools with green, energy efficient 

technologies.  This initiative will also 

provide opportunities to teach our 

children about math, science and the 

environment, areas that will be critical 

to their future education and 

employment.   

Brian Moran will focus on 

improving school nutrition because he 

knows that healthy kids learn better. 

Today, roughly 60% of Virginia’s 

children are overweight or obese.15 

That’s why Brian Moran will focus on 

increasing nutrition and exercise in 

Virginia’s schools.   As governor, he will 

cut out the worst foods by banning 
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transfats and requiring healthier 

lunches in our schools.  Brian Moran 

will also increase the focus on recess and 

physical education programs in our 

schools because our children need 

exercise in order to be healthy and ready 

to learn.  He will expand participation in 

the Governor’s Nutrition and Physical 

Activity Scorecard Awards Program to 

provide incentives for all public schools 

in Virginia – elementary schools 

through high schools – to implement 

proven “best practices” in nutrition and 

physical activity to enhance student 

health and improve academic 

achievement.  

 


